
  

HOOPER STUDENTS ATTEND 

VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY 
WEEKEND ACADEMY  

 

 
Kristen Ellis and Ivy Watts, 8

th
 graders at 

Hooper Academy, attended a Weekend 

Academy at Vanderbilt University in early 

March. They were contacted by Vanderbilt 

through the Duke University Talent Search 

based on their ACT college entrance exam 

scores. After reviewing their applications, 

The Vanderbilt Programs for Talented 

Youth extended an invitation to Kristen and 

Ivy to stay on campus and take a course 

taught by Vanderbilt University faculty 

members. They enjoyed an in-depth study of 

ñThe Ocean and the Global Environmentò 

through class lectures and interactive 

experiments on currents and convection. 

They also toured Vanderbilt's campus, spent 

the night in the historic Scarritt-Bennett 

Center, and participated in a karaoke contest 

as part of the weekend festivities. Kristen 

and Ivy felt honored to have the opportunity 

to attend the Weekend Academy at 

Vanderbilt and greatly enjoyed this 

rewarding experience. 

HOOPER ACADEMY 8TH 

GRADERS VISIT THE MCWANE 

CENTER 
 

 
On February 27, the 8

th
 graders went on a 

field trip to the McWane Science Center in 

Birmingham, Alabama. The students had the 

opportunity to explore several floors of 

hands-on activities and interactive science 

exhibits. They also saw an IMAX movie, 

Sea Monsters: A Prehistoric Adventure, in 

the 5-story IMAX dome theater. The class 

enjoyed this experience and learned a great 

deal about the fascinating world of science. 

A special thanks to Mrs. Christensen for 

organizing this great field trip for the 8
th
 

graders and Coach Dykes for driving them 

to Birmingham on the Hooper bus.      

 

 



HOOPER ACADEMY 5 TH 

GRADERS  
GRADUATE FROM D.A.R.E. 

PROGRAM 

 
Deputy Anderson, D.A.R.E. officer from the 

Montgomery County Sheriffôs Office, led a 

series of educational classes for our 5
th
 

graders on Monday afternoons at Hooper. 

He taught the students how to resist peer 

pressure and live productive drug and 

violence-free lives with interesting teaching 

methods as well as question and answer 

sessions. D.A.R.E. (Drug Abuse Resistance 

Education) was founded in 1983 and has 

been a successful program in more than 43 

countries around the world. Hooper students 

were fortunate to have this outstanding 

officer as their instructor. Graduation from 

the D.A.R.E. program was held in late 

January. The students were presented with 

certificates and special awards for their 

participation and enjoyed a reception 

following the ceremony.      

 

 

WAKA VISITS 5
TH

 GRADE 
 

On March 13
th
 , Chris Bailey, a 

meteorologist from WAKA came to Hooper 

Academy to speak to our fifth grades.  His 

visit was very positive and enlightened the 

classes about weather. 
 

NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY  

INDUCTEES 
 

 
Front Row:  Courtney Baker, Chad Boyd, Casey Burns, 

Lauren Childs, Cole Dunlap, Paul Evans, Hilary Huff. Back 

Row:  Kayla Jones, Melanie Jones, Neal Owen, Blake Piel, 

Garrett Smith, Sarah Thigpen, Olivia Walker 

 

JUNIOR BETA CLUB INDUCTEES 

 

Front Row:  David Champion, Conner Childs, James Cod, 

Josie Free, Amanda Hobbs,  Jeremy Hudson, Stephanie Keller                  

Back Row:  Ashleigh Moncrief, Hunter Nelson, Austin 

Nobles, Heath Pugh, Jayne Sereneck, Kyle Sides, Will Smith 

 

 



From the Headmaster 

The Pressures of Life 

 

 If the pace of life doesnôt overwhelm you, then the pressure will. 

 

 Why do so many of us have dark circles under our eyes and find that we cannot sleep?  Itôs the pressures 

of life.  For many of us, there is just no more breathing room in our lives.  Our lives are full to the brim.  Yet 

every day brings more commitments and more pressures that demand to be squeezed in. 

 

 Pressure can come to us in two ways.   

 It can come first, from our own conscious choices in life. 

 

 God designed us as human beings to carry a certain amount of pressure.  But we are finite.  ñWe are but 

dust,ò says the psalmist (Psalms 103:14).  And too much pressure will inevitably bring us down.  Too much 

pressure makes our heads ache, brings pain to our chests, and sets our nerves on edge.  We simply are not 

equipped for too much pressure. 

 

 Epicureanism says, ñBe sensuous; enjoy yourself.ò  Education says, ñBe resourceful; expand yourself.ò  

Psychology says, ñBe confident; fulfill yourself.ò  Pride says, ñBe superior; promote yourself.ò  Humanism 

says, ñBe capable; believe in yourself.ò  But God says, ñBe wise; humble yourself.ò 

 

 The world drives us to achieve and acquire more.  But God cautions us to stop and listen to Him.  He has 

told us clearly in scripture how to live life, and when we depart from His plan, as our culture has, many lives 

and families collapse. 

 

 But pressure can also come from circumstances over which we have no control - the  

painful, unexpected things that overwhelm and overload us. 

 

 When our lives get overloaded from the pace of life or the pressures of life or the pain of life, weôre 

going to get overwhelmed. 

  

 God created us.  He designed us with a longing for deep happiness and true love.  And told us how to 

live in order to find it.  The problem in our culture is not that we long for happiness, but that we have searched 

for it outside of Godôs good and gracious plan. 

 

 ñCome to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.  Take My yoke upon you and 

learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For My yoke is easy 

and My burden is light.ò 

 

 Jesus knew how to liveéand we donôt. 

 

 Thatôs why weôre overwhelmed. 

 

 And thatôs why Jesus said, ñCome to Meò. 

 

        Sincerely, 

 

        Dr. John D. Niblett 

        Headmaster 

 

 

       

    

 

 



HOOPER JV SOFTBALL TEAM WINS SECOND STRAIGH T LOWNDES 

INVITATIONAL TOURNAMENT  
 

 
Top Row: Coach Kristen Lee, Taylor Talley, Khadra Findley, Kirsten Missildine, Ivy Watts,  
Whitney Baker, Hannah Davis, Elissa Cargile and  Coach Lindsey Atchison 
Middle Row: Kristen Ellis, Michelle Thomas, Rachel Rodgers, Clayton Royal, Ashlea Hudson,  
Bethany Casey, Miranda Raybon, Amy Shaw, Jennifer Nunnelley and Kaitlin Reeves.  
Bottom Row: Tori Flowers . Not pictured: Stephanie Keller    
 

Hooper Academy JV Lady Colts, led by Coach Lindsey Atchison, Coach Christin Lee, and 

Coach Eddie Dykes, won the Lowndes Invitational Tournament on Saturday, March 15th for 

the second straight year.     

 

Hooper was defeated by Macon East Montgomery Academy pool play in Game 1.  The Lady 

Colts lost 3-4.  Leading for the Colts were:  Whitney Baker, who was 2 for 3 with an RBI, 

Jennifer Nunnelley and Amy Shaw were both 1 for 2 with an RBI a piece.  Defensively Bethany 

Casey took the loss for the Colts but tallied 5 strikeouts. 

  

In Game 2, the Colts defeated Lee Scott Academy in extra innings 7-6.  Leading the Colts was 

Miranda Raybon, who was 2 for 3 scoring 3 runs and an inside-the-park homerun to end the 

game, Ashlea Hudson was 3 for 3 with an RBI, Bethany Casey, Jennifer Nunnelley, and 

Whitney Baker all added a hit.  On the mound, Bethany Casey took the win, going the distance 

and striking out 4. 

  

Game 3 started single elimination, and the Colts defeated Lowndes Academy by a score of 4-3.  

Whitney Baker took the win, striking out 2.  Offensively the Colts were led by Miranda 

Raybon, who was for 2-3, Elissa Cargile was 2 for 3 with a RBI, and Ashlea Hudson was 3-3 

with 2 RBIôs. 

  

In Game 4, the colts dominated Pike Liberal Arts by a score of 15-0, playing only 4 innings.  

Leaders were, Miranda Raybon (2 for 3), Bethany Casey (2-3 with 2 RBIs), Elissa Cargile (2 



for 3 with 2 RBIs), Ashlea Hudson (2 for 3 with 3 RBIs), Whitney Baker (2 for 3), Josie Free 

(1-2), Jennifer Nunnelley and Kaitlin Reeves (1 for 2 with RBIs) and Ivy Watts (2-2 with a 

RBI).  Ashlea Hudson also hit her first career homerun as a Colt.  Bethany Casey and Whitney 

Baker combined for 5 strikeouts. 

  

The Colts defeated Edgewood Academy in Game 5 to win the tournament 4-3.  The Wildcats 

scored first on a double to right field in the first inning.  The Colts answered in the 3
rd
 inning 

scoring 2.  The Colts scored again in the 5
th
 and 6

th
 innings.  The Wildcats put together a bottom 

of the 7
th
 inning rally but the Colts held on for the win.  Leaders were Miranda Raybon, who 

was 3-4, Elissa Cargile, Ashlea Hudson, Whitney Baker, Josie Free and Jennifer Nunnelley, and 

Ivy Watts all added a hit.  Elissa Cargile, Whitney Baker, and Miranda Raybon had the RBIôs 

that lead the Colts.  Dominating on the mound was Bethany Casey, with 9 strikeouts. Bethany 

struck out all 3 batters in the bottom of the 7
th
. 

 
Hooper JV Boys Baseball Team Takes Second At Pike Tournament 

 

 
 
Beginning the Pike Tournament as the number 4 seed, our JV Boys rallied to come in Second in the 
Tournament.  The boys played Crenshaw beginning at 1:00.  James Cox and David Ballentine 
pitched a great game to help Hooper win by a score of 8-2.  Key hits by Hunter Kendrick, who scored 
4 of the 8 runs and caught all day long, Gavin Munroe, James Cox, Shepard Bowden, Tanner Free 
and Paul Harris helped lead the Colts to victory.  Kyle Sides and Thomas Harper both had great 
catches that held Crenshaw to only 2 runs.  The Colts then went directly into the second game 
against Lowndes.  Paul Harris pitched an incredible game.  The Colts won in extra innings, with a 
score of 10-9.  Gavin Munroe scored the game winning run on a single hit by Shepard Bowden.  
Morgan Pugh, Tanner Free, Gavin Munroe and Paul Harris all had key hits in the game.  After being 
on the field for 5 straight hours, the boys then began the last and final game exhausted.  James Cox 
and Tanner Free pitched a good game. Austin Wallace had a RBI in the last inning with the hopes of 
�E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���D���U�D�O�O�\�����E�X�W���L�W���Z�D�V�Q�¶�W���H�Q�R�X�J�K���W�R���K�R�O�G���R�I�I���W�K�H���3�L�N�H���E�R�\�V�������+�R�R�S�H�U���O�R�V�W���L�Q���W�K�H���I�L�Q�D�O���J�D�P�H������-2.  
Gavin Munroe and Paul Harris were selected to the All Tournament Team.  Congratulations JV Boys! 
 
 


